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Curriculum Vitae

An avid film and music buff, Vivien Kooper lives in Los Angeles and works as a professional writer, author, song lyricist and developmental copy editor. She grew up around the film industry and often visited her father, a special effects man for over thirty years, at work on television and movie sets. As a child, the surprises she and her four siblings looked forward to their father bringing home after work were very different from those of their peers. While other kids might run to greet their dad after work and get a handful of candy or a toy, Kooper's world was much more unusual. One day, for example, her dad brought home rubber teeth from the sharks he had built for one of the Jaws movies. He had strung the teeth into necklaces for his kids. 

Watching television at night, Vivien would see her father's work as things flew across the room on the old Bewitched television series, and going to Universal Studios Tour, his handiwork could be viewed at every point along the tour. Watching her dad get up at the crack of dawn, and work long into the night, or seeing him leave on location and then months later knowing the movie he worked on would be in theaters, gave her an entirely unique and very personal perspective on the writing of her book, “Making Hollywood Magic – Secrets of Studio Work.”  

As detailed below, during the course of fifteen months from 1999 - 2000, Vivien Kooper was hired to write feature profiles for her dad's film industry union (I.A.T.S.E. Local 44) glossy newsletter and other film and TV and labor unions, visiting movie sets and interviewing scores of department heads and craftspeople working in various "below the line" capacities. 

Vivien is in the unique position of being intimately familiar with all aspects of show business. Not only did she grow up around the film industry, she went on to marry veteran record producer/musician Al Kooper (founder of Blood, Sweat & Tears and The Blues Project, keyboard player for Bob Dylan, record producer for Lynyrd Skynyrd, the Tubes, and others, solo recording artist, film score composer, etc.). Her years with Al gave her an insider's look at the music industry as well as a wide perspective on the world of celebrity in general. During her marriage to Al, she met and socialized with many luminaries in both the film and music industries, and often kept Al company during the long hours he spent scoring music for films and for the Michael Mann television series, Crime Story. 

Her songs and poetry have appeared on compact disc and in literary journals. In addition to her feature stories, which have appeared in film industry union newsletters, she wrote scores of feature profiles and news articles for labor union newsletters. She is currently at work on a compilation of interviews with married couples on how they manage to stay married in an age of disposability. She is also finishing a suspense novel, a couple of children's books, a collection of short fiction, the lyrics for CDs with her songwriting partner Jimmy Waddell, and a non-fiction memoir on George Clayton Johnson. Johnson wrote teleplays for many of the original black and white “Twilight Zone” episodes, and the “Kung Fu” and “Honey West” series, to name a few, as well as stories upon which the screenplays were based for “Logan’s Run,” and “Ocean’s Eleven.” 

Before becoming a professional writer and editor, Kooper worked in various capacities in the music and film industries, including catering and event production. As an office assistant, she worked at Universal Studios Tours, and Warner Bros. Records, and as a research consultant and staffer, she helped with Emmy and Academy Award parties. She also served as an assistant to an artist manager at an independent record label and management company in Nashville, run by John Lomax, III, a member of the Alan Lomax music historian family. From 1979 through 1987, she worked as a civil litigation secretary, which comes in handy when writing her own book contracts.

Published Summer 2005

Authored a book compilation of the "below the line" film industry profile stories for the unions listed below. “Making Hollywood Magic – Secrets of Studio Work” is an intimate look at a handful of film and television industry workers, and was written based upon interviews with successful special effects technicians, set decorators, property masters, construction coordinators and movie studio transportation workers who work on our favorite TV shows and films. Many of these stories first appeared in film industry union glossy newsletters. The book is written in a conversational style and offers an insider's view of the life of movie studio workers, touching on virtually every aspect of working in the industry. I performed all revisions and edits.

Published Fall 2004 

Co-authored an investor-funded celebrity memoir on the life of pop music icon, Tiny Tim. “Tiny Tim and Mr. Plym – Life As We Knew It” was written from interviews I conducted with his last manager and best friend, and from extensive notes his manager had made during his time with Tiny Tim. I wrote to a deadline of a chapter per week. The book is written from a humorous perspective and offers a more dimensional view of Tiny Tim than the public has to date. It has not yet been published. It is notable that my years spent working in the music industry, and my (former) marriage to veteran musician/record producer Al Kooper were significant factors in giving me a unique, first-hand perspective from which to write that book. I was contracted by and investor to write the book, and performed all revisions and edits.

Published Fall 2004 (unaccredited to me – ghostwritten) 

Ghostwrote one of six versions of a children's/young adult novel funded by investors. I won the opportunity to ghostwrite the book by joining several Los Angeles writers in auditioning with a sample story. I wrote a lengthy chapter per week, and wrote from notes gathered in story meetings with principals. The book as published does not bear my name. I performed all revisions and edits.

Spring 1999 - Fall 2000

Wrote feature length (from 250 -1500 words) profile stories and articles for several labor union and film industry union newsletters, all of which were published. I wrote from interviews I conducted on set and over the telephone. These stories and articles appeared monthly in film industry union newsletter publications and bi-monthly, quarterly and irregularly in organized labor union newsletter publications. I wrote several stories and articles every week, worked to tight, newspaper/magazine type deadlines and performed my own revisions and edits. Some of the stories I wrote were used as speeches by union officials.

Following is an incomplete list of film industry unions and organized labor unions for which I regularly wrote:


International Alliance of Theatrical and Stage Employees (I.A.T.S.E.)

· Local 44 (Set Decorators, Special Effects Technicians, Construction Coordinators who build sets and Property Masters)

· Local 728 (Set Lighting professionals)


International Brotherhood of Teamsters (I.B.T.)

· Local 399 (Motion Picture Drivers)

· Local 63 (general Teamsters local)

· Local 986 (general Teamsters local)

· Local 896 (bottlers local)

· Local 495 (industrial trades)

· Local 14 (Las Vegas union)

· Local 300 (general Teamsters local)

Miscellaneous:

1995-Present

Writer and editor – freelance:

· Biographies and biographical works

· Press releases

· Marketing materials

· Book jacket copy for authors

· Proofreading, developmental editing for script and book manuscripts. 

1980's 
Film and theater reviewer for On The Boulevard, a glossy publication.

  Partial List – Developmental Editing Clients:

· Edee Rose Publishing, freelance staff editor

· Wayne and Donna Powers, screenwriters, “The Italian Job” (Paramount remake). I worked part-time as their personal assistant and script proofreader, while writing books.

· Yogi Kathuria, screenwriter, untitled love story (760) 320-0705

· David Holzman, screenwriter, “Rugaroo” (310) 409-9636

· Jason T. Hughes, author, “One Man’s Love Story” a memoir (860) 857-3448

· Stephany Yarbrough, Ph.D., author, non-fiction workbook on human boundaries (310) 247-1703

· Karen Deborah Farris, author, “MESHE, HESHE, MISON & ORBIT – What My Grandmother Taught Me About the Universe” (310) 383-7608

Song lyricist and poet

Song lyricist: 

· “Smoke Through My Fingers” CD, by Jimmy Waddell

· “Alpha Jazz” a Giggletins ™ CD soon to be released. 

Poet: 

· “DisClosure, Voices of Women” BarKubCo Music CD.

· Various literary journals

